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Lake Hattah, September 1993
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Lake Hattah 2023





Environmental works and measures

Source: Murray-Darling Basin Authority
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VMFRP projects
Water 14,000 hectares 
at cost of  $320 million
= $23,000/hectare



Nyah - Vinifera Park SDL projects

Nyah

• $11 million capital works

• 55% of 913 ha inundated

• 6% of 64 ha of black box

• 76% of 168 ha of red gum

Vinifera

• $9.1 million capital works

• 55% of 638 ha inundated

• 2% of 87 ha of black box

• 56% of 439 ha of red gum
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From floodplain 
ecosystems to 
red gum 
irrigation bays?



Constraints relaxation 
projects 
Water 350,000 hectares at 
cost of $854 million
= $2,300/hectare









River Condition in Victoria
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Darebin Creek, Yarra
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Decline in surface water availability 1975-
2020 in southern Victoria



Environment’s share more affected than 
consumptive share – disproportionate impact



Why is there a disproportionate impact?



Environmental water deficits in 
southern Vic



Who is using water in southern Victoria?



Where we are headed – climate change 
already biting



Melbourne’s future water demand



Growing water resources for Melbourne



Proposed actions to meet Melbourne’s 
shortfall
• More recycled water – but is it fit for purpose?

• More stormwater capture and use – but difficult to store and scale up

• A potential alternative supply network

• More desalination – expanding Wonthaggi, a new plant for Geelong?

• Reducing per capita use – more efficient appliances, stronger targets

• Integrated water management – better planning for new suburbs

• But little detail on how these are to be achieved – a plan for a plan!



CWA election asks

• Deliver for our rivers

• - Reduce bulk entitlements, delivering promises for rivers

• - Provide connectivity – sorting out passing flows

•  -Meaningful Sustainable diversion limits, based on ecological criteria

• Rivers as single living entities

• -Connected from source to sea and to floodplains and wetlands

• -Statewide planning protection and riparian buffers



CWA election asks 

• Rivers need water, not clouds
• Regulate data centres, stop the fast track
• Mandate closed loop cooling
• Ban release of toxicants

• Know the facts – measure, monitor and comply
• What comes out
• What goes in
• Who lives there
• Zero tolerance for rule breaking 



CWA elections asks   

• Cough up the cash

- Increase the environmental contribution levy

- Increase tariffs for industrial users

- Increase budged for climate independent sources of water and water 
treatment plant upgrades

Concernedwaterwaysalliance.org.au



Psyche Bend, Mildura
2009

Thank you!











How much water will this make for our rivers?

• 44 GL by 2040

• 123 GL by 2065

How much water do our rivers need?

237 GL !
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